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CHRISTMAS WISHES:  
Fr. Francis would like to wish you a very happy  
and peaceful Christmas and to thank you all for 
your kindness, generosity and support in 2022. 

BLESSING OF A CRIB: 
God of every nation and people, 
from the very beginning of creation 
you have made manifest your love: 
when our need for a Saviour was great 
you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. 
To our lives he brings joy and peace, 
justice, mercy, and love. 
Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; 
may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, 
and raise our thoughts to him, 
who is God-with-us and Saviour of all, 
and who lives and reigns forever and ever. 

REFLECTION: 

If the Christmas is Hard,  

If  you’ve lost someone dear. 

Just look in your heart, 

And you’ll know they’re still here. 

The star in the sky, The light falling snow. 

The robin outside, it seems like they know. 

If this is a time, When you’re struggling through. 

Just do what you can, For what matters, is you. 

There no need to be merry, There’s no need to be 

bright, Just do what you can,  It will all be alright. 

SOME SPECIAL GIFTS IDEAS: 

 a firm handshake to a shaky soul, 

 a kind word to a lonely person, 

 a warm smile to the disheartened, 

 a sincere concern for someone troubled, 

 a feeling of compassion for the neglected, 

 a comforting thought for the bereaved, 

 a respect for the dignity of others, 

 a defense of the rights of individuals, 

 a word of witness to help a seeking soul, 

 a Merry Christmas to all. 

25TH DECEMBER 2022:  

THE NATIVITY OF                                              
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

MASS INTENTIONS:                 

THIS WEEKEND: 

CHRISTMAS EVE/DAY: 

These four masses for Christmas will be                         

offered for the intentions of all parishioners. 

NEXT WEEKEND: 

Saturday,  7.30pm:   

 Bridie Angland, Scarteen. 

 Months mind mass for the late                               

Joan O’ Brien, Main Street. 

Sunday, 10am: 

  

Sunday, 11.30am: 

 Special Intention. 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION: 
Offertory:                                          €    1,775.00  

Shrines:            €         55.00 

PARISH OFFICE: 
Please note the parish office will be closed          
from Monday, 26th to Thursday, 29th.                
It will open on Friday, 30th December at 10am. 

PARISH WEEKLY ENVELOPES:                                                
The envelope year commences on 1st January 
2023. If you would like to join please contact  
the Parish Office on 029-22679 to arrange.  

DO THIS IN MEMORY PROGRAMME: 
For our First Holy Communion children will               
take place on the following provisional dates at 
10am in Newmarket Church. Children and their 
families are invited to attend 10am mass              
followed by the memory programme until 11am. 
January: 7th and 21st. February: 11th 
March: 11th and 25th. April: 22nd 

ONE SENTENCE SERMON:                                                 
One lady was heard to mumble,                                      
“I don’t mind celebrating Christmas;                                 
but does it have to be so religious.” 

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK: 
www.hopereborn.org 

SHORT BUT SWEET: 
As this story goes there is a very inquisitive 
four-year-old who happens to be strongly in the 
“Why” and “Tell me” stage. He was helping 
his father set up the Christmas decorations. 
Now imagine the following scene: “Hey Dad, 
why are there so many lights? What do these 
colours mean?” He goes on, “Why do you cut 
branches off the tree and hang them on the 
door?” Without waiting for an answer he asks, 
&”Did you help your daddy when you were  
big like me?” Continuing, “Tell me again the 
story of baby Jesus. Why do we bring a tree in 
the house anyway? You know, mommy’s              
gonna get mad if you make a mess!” Sound 
familiar? Well it continues. The youngster             
was helping sort out ornaments and 
remarked, “Dad, what does ignore mean?”            
The father explained that ignore means not to 
pay attention to someone when they call you. 
The boy looked up at his father with a serious 
look on his face and said, “I don’t think we 
should ignore Jesus.” 
Puzzled, the father stopped his sorting and 
knelt closer to his son and replied, “I don’t 
think we should ignore Jesus either, son.  I 
think we should give him our fullest attention. 
Why do you ask that?”                                                  
“But Dad, that’s what the Christmas carol says, 
‘O come let us ignore him…’” 

ALZHEIMER CAFÉ:                                                                 
Will be held on Thursday, 5th January from 
11am to 1pm in An Culturlann. Topic - Posi-
tive ageing and living well with Dementia. 
Guest Speaker, Bart Daly. Ring 087-3487511. 

SOME THOUGHTS FOR THE WEEK: 
“Let me not wrap, stack, box, bag, tie, tag,  
bundle, seal, keep Christmas. Christmas kept  
is liable to mold. Let me give Christmas away, 
unwrapped, by exuberant armfuls. Let me 
share, dance, live Christmas unpretentiously, 
merrily, responsibly with overflowing hands, 
tireless steps and sparkling eyes. Christmas 
given away will stay fresh—even until it  
comes again.”                              Linda Felver 

“I longed to be a flame of fire continually 
glowing in the divine service and building up 
of Christ’s kingdom to my last and dying 
breath.”                                    David Brainerd 

“Death is our constant companion, and it is 
death that gives each person’s life its true 
meaning.”                                  Paulo Coelho 

“It’s been an adventure. We took some                     
casualties over the years. Things got broken. 
Things got lost. But I wouldn’t have missed it 
for the world.”                     Anthony Bourdain 

“O Father may that Holy Star grow every year 
more bright, and send its glorious beams afar 
to fill the world with light.”      William Bryant 

“We can all inspire others when we shine our 
light. Let us polish up and remove the grime  
so we can shine a little brighter.”Katie Toomey 

“Today, before it becomes yesterday is your 
opportunity to go forward or backward! Today, 
before it becomes tomorrow is your chance to 
lay a better foundation for your future!” 
                Harold Sherman 

“Life isn’t always what you want, but it’s what 
you’ve got; so, with God’s help, CHOOSE TO 
BE HAPPY - and He will see you and your 
loved ones home safe at last!”                         
             Barbara Johnson 

“Abundance is ... a butterfly landing in an           
outstretched hand.”                       Candy Paull 

 


